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1 Articles 


We use the indefinite articles a/an and the definite article the. 


Aor an? 


+ We use a before words beginning with a consonant sound. 
a table, a bicycle, a hotel 
a university, a European (begins with a /j/ sound) 


+ We use an before words beginning with a vowel sound. 
an apple, an event 
an hour, an honour, an honest man (hisa silent letter) 


The or no article? 


* We use the for instruments, 
She plays the violin beautifully. 
Ze speelt mooi viool. 


+ We do not use an article for modes of transport. 
on foot, by bus, by train, by car, by plane, by bike 
| don't want to go on foot. Let's go by bus. 
Ik wil niet te voet gaan. Laten we met de bus gaan. 
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2 Nouns 


To refer to a person, a place, a thing or an idea, we use nouns. 


2.1 Plural forms 


The plural 


singular plural 
one book two books 
one radio nine radios 


To make a noun plural: singular +s. 


* nouns that end ins, sh, ch, xandz: tes 


bus buses 
dish dishes 
peach peaches 
box boxes 
waltz waltzes 


* most nouns that end in for fe: f/fe + ves 


wolf wolves 
knife knives 
BUT roof roofs 

* nouns that end inaconsonant + y: y+ ies 
baby babies 
BUT toy toys 

* some nouns that end in 0: +es 
tomato tomatoes 
potato potatoes 
hero heroes 
mosquito mosquitoes 
BUT radio radios 

* some nouns change vowels 
man men 
woman women /‘wimin/ 
tooth teeth 
foot feet 

* some nouns do not change at all 
fish fish 
sheep sheep 

* other exceptions 
child children 
mouse mice 
person people 
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6 ; 
How to pronounce (e)s ii e plural 


We pronounce the s as We pronounce the es as /1z/ We pronounce the sas 
/s/ when the noun ends in when the nounendsins,sh, | /z/inall other cases. 
the sounds /t/, /k/, /p/, /f/. ch, x, Z. 
cat cats glass glasses dog dogs 

7 Singular or plural? 


* Some nouns ending in s are singular. 
gymnastics, economics, physics ... 
Gymnastics is fun to watch. 
Physics is a difficult subject for many students. 
How much mathematics is too much? 


* The following nouns, which are singular in Dutch, are plural in English. 
They consist of two parts that are joined together. The verb is always plural. 
trousers, jeans, shorts, glasses, scissors, pyjamas … 

My favourite trousers are navy blue. 
Where are my sunglasses? 


! When you use a pair of, the verb is singular. 
There is a pair of scissors in the drawers. 


+ The word police is always plural. 
The police are all over the city. 
De politie is overal aanwezig in de stad. 


8 Countable or uncountable? 


* Countable nouns have a singular and a plural form. 
one bicycle — five bicycles 


* Uncountable nouns have only one form because they are considered as a whole. 
sugar, milk, money, air, fun … 
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2.2 The genitive 


9 We can use a genitive to talk about possession and to show a relationship between 
two nouns. 


he The genitive: use 


When the 'owner' is a person, animal, place or country, we use a genitive. 
The president's campaign was successful. 
This is the cat's food dish. 
Liverpool's population has grown by 5.5 percent. 
Indonesia's rainforests are very beautiful. 


When the ‘owner’ is a thing, we use of. 
The roof of the school was covered in snow. 
It is the first warm day of spring. 


n or 
The genitive: form 


* nouns not ending ins: +'s 
The hero's life 
The women’s dresses 
The children's toys 


* nouns endingins:+" 
His friends’ boardgames 


+ names ending ins: +'sor+' 
Tess' mother or Tess's mother /tesiz/ 


1 TE a 
a The elliptic genitive 


Sometimes a genitive is used without a noun behind it. We call this an elliptic genitive. 
| bought some meat at the butcher's (= the butcher's shop). 
This isn't Robert's book. It's Sarah's (= Sarah's book), 
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3 Quantifiers 


13 To indicate the amount or quantity, we use a quantifier. 


14 
Some or any 


We use some, somebody, something, someone, somewhere … 


+ in positive sentences 
Lewis ate some scones for breakfast. 
There is somebody on the phone for you. 
There is someone on the phone for you. 
Let's go somewhere sunny this spring! 


+ in offers and requests 
Would you like some more tea? (= offer) 
Can | have some water, please? (= request) 


We use any, anybody, anything, anyone, anywhere … 


* in negative sentences 
We don't have any fruit left. 
There's hardly anyone here. 
We never go anywhere. 
She did her homework without any help. 


+ in other questions 
Are there any problems with this exercise? 


* to say one or another - it isn’t important which. 
You can buy that book in any supermarket. 


15 
uch, many, a lot of, lots of 


« To talk about a large amount or quantity, we use a lot of or lots of. 
We had a lot of fun last night. 
There were lots of people at the party. 


* Much and many can often be used as alternatives for a lot of. We use much with 
uncountable nouns and many with countable nouns. 
| haven't got much time. 
Many hands make light work. 


* Combined with how … ?, too … and so … you can only use much or many. 
How much time do you have? | have too much time. 
How many pets do you have? | have so many pets | can't keep count. 
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4 Pronouns 


To replace nouns in a sentence, we can use pronouns. 


41 


Personal pronouns 


Personal pronouns have two forms: the subject form when the personal pronoun is 
the subject of the sentence and the object form for all other uses. 


Subject form Object form 


I me 
you you 
he him 
she her 
it it 

we us 
you you 
they them 


! The pronoun I is always spelled as a capital letter, even when it is not the first word of 
asentence. 


For many years | lived in London. 


! We always use it to refer to things and animals which are not considered pets. 


Our train left at 5 pm. It arrived 10 minutes later. 
Onze trein vertrok om 5 uur. 10 minuten later kwam hij aan. 


A cow has four stomachs. Everything it eats takes hours to digest. 
Een koe heeft vier magen. Alles wat ze eet, duurt uren om te verteren. 
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4.2 Possessive adjectives and possessive pronouns 


18 Possessive adjectives and pronouns indicate who the owner of something is or who 
something belongs to. Possessive adjectives are placed in front of the noun. 
Possessive pronouns come behind. 


This is my cat. The cat is mine. 
my mine 
your yours 
his his 
her hers 
its 
our ours 
your yours 
their theirs 


! We also use the possessive pronoun in the expression ‘a friend of’. 
He is a very good friend of mine. 
Hij is een goede vriend van mij. 


4.3 Reflexive pronouns 


19 Reflexive pronouns refer back to the subject of the sentence or clause. 
Mary looked at herself in the mirror. 


We enjoyed ourselves very much at the party. 


myself 


yourself 


himself 
herself 
itself 


ourselves 


yourselves 


themselves 


! Do not use a reflexive pronoun with the following verbs: to dress, to feel, to shave, to think, 
to wash. 
Every weekday | first have breakfast and then | dress. 
Don't worry, | feel fine. 
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4.4 Empty there 


20 We use an empty there in combination with the verb to be. We use there is witha 
singular noun and there are with a plural noun. 


There are a lot of clouds. There is no chance of sunshine. 


Er zijn veel wolken. Er is geen kans op zonneschijn. 


! Mind the translation of the verb. 
There are twenty students in my class. 
Er zitten twintig leerlingen in mijn klas. 


There is a painting on the wall. 
Er hangt een schilderij aan de muur. 


4.5 Demonstrative pronouns 


2 Demonstrative pronouns are used to point to things. 


| don't like this apple. 


Can | have one of those oranges over there, please? 


+asingular noun +a plural noun 
the object or personisnear | this these 
the object or person is far that those 


When using this, these, that and those you can add one or ones when the noun is under- 
stood from the context and can be left out. 
Can you see that ghost over there? Yes, and | can see this one here as well! Let's run! 
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5 Question words 


22 To ask about people or things, we use interrogative pronouns. 


Interrogative pronouns 


a person who Who has told you that? 

Who did you meet at the party? 
athing, an activity what What do you like watching? 
oran idea 
a person, a thing, what +noun What hobbies do you have? 
an activity or an idea which +noun Which books have you read? 
possession whose Whose book is lying there? 


23 To ask for specific information, we use interrogative adverbs. 


Interrogative adverbs 


time, a date, a moment when When are you leaving for Dublin? 
aplace where Where have you been? 

areason why Why are you angry? 

a way of doing how How do you pronounce that word? 
adegree how... How old are you? 


How far can you swim? 
How many friends do you have? 
How often do you visit your friends? 
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6 Adjectives and adverbs 


24 1 To give more information about nouns and pronouns, we use adjectives, 
She is a good student. 
She is nice. 
2 To give more information about adjectives, verbs or adverbs, we use adverbs. 
She is a very cruel girl. 
After being ill for a few days, he can eat normally again. 


He sings absolutely horribly. 


6.1 Adverbs derived from adjectives 


25 7 
Adverbs: formation 


adjective adverbs 
bad badly 
strange strangely 
beautiful beautifully 


To form an adverb, we use adjective + ly. 


* adjectives that end in le: le+ly 
terrible terribly 
comfortable comfortably 


* adjectives that end in a consonant + y: -y > ily 
happy happily 
easy easily 


* adjectives that end in ic: +ally 
enthusiastic enthusiastically 


* exceptions 


adjective adverbs 


good 
fast 
hard 
late 


! The adverb form of hard is hard. The form hardly is only used to express not much. 
He worked hard. (= he worked a lot) 
He hardly worked. (= he did not work a lot) 


The adverb form of late is late. The form lately means not long ago. 
She arrived late again this morning. (= after the expected time) 
| haven't seen her lately. (= recently) 
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6.2. Types of adverbs 


26 1 To describe how something happens, we use adverbs of manner. 


slowly langzaam The song started slowly. 
badly slecht He doesn't dance all that badly. 
hard hard It is raining hard. 
2 To describe where something happens, we use adverbs of place. 
anywhere eender waar She could teach anywhere. 
out naar buiten Out you go! 


3 To describe when something happens, we use adverbs of time. 


today vandaag Are you going to school today? 
yet al, nog (niet) Haven't you finished those exercises yet? 


4 To describe how often something happens, we use adverbs of frequency. 


always altijd We always go to his place. 
usually gewoonlijk He is usually late for meetings. 
often vaak He often takes the bus. 
sometimes soms Sometimes school can be fun. 
rarely zelden He rarely reads his book. 
never nooit Jill never studies. 


! Adverbs of frequency are usually put in front of the main verb. When the verb is 
to be, the adverb goes behind to be. 
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28 


29 


6.3 Degrees of comparison 


To compare people or things, we can use comparative or superlative forms of 


adjectives or adverbs. 
She runs faster than him. 


Jill runs the fastest of all students. 


To compare people or things that share characteristics, we use as... as. 
Talia dances as well as Penny. 
Talia danst even goed als Penny. 


Degrees of comparison 


comparative 


superlative 


It is an old recipe. 
It is a narrow street. 


This recipe is older. 
This street is narrower. 


This is the oldest recipe. 
This is the narrowest street. 


Short words: 

* 1syllable words 

* 2syllable words that end in 
er, le, ow ory 


adjective + er (than) 


the + adjective + est 


nice 


big 


healthy 


* short words ending in the letter e: drop thee 


nicer 


+ short words ending in 1 vowel and 1 consonant: double the final consonant 


bigger 


* short words ending in a consonant +y: yi 


healthier 


the nicest 


the biggest 


the healthiest 


Long words: 
» other 2 syllable words 
» more syllable words 


more + adjective (than) 


the most + adjective 


modern 
expensive 


! Mind the exceptions. 
good 
bad 
little 
many/much 


more modern 
more expensive 


better 
worse 
less 
more 


the most modern 
the most expensive 


the best 
the worst 
the least 
the most 
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7 Prepositions 


30 To express a relation in space or in time between things or people, we can use 


prepositions. 
al Prepositions of place and move t 
above The lamp is hanging above the table. boven 
across Mona walked across the field. over 
@)round He puts his arms around her. rond 
at There is a tree at the church. aan, bij 
away from He's swimming away from the shark. weg van 
behind The dog is behind the box. achter 
between The school is between the church and the station. tussen 
by Meet me by the station. nabij 
down The sledge went fast down the hill, vanaf, 
There are traffic lights down the street. beneden aan 
in She gave him a present in a box. in 
inside (of) There is a doll inside the box. in/binnen 
in front of The dog is sitting in front of the box. voor 
into He jumped into the water. in 
next to Jack and Jill always sit next to each other. naast 
near He lives near Central Park. nabij 
off The teacher fell off the roof. van... af 
on There is no food on the table. op 
outside (of) Our holiday cottage lies just outside York, buiten 
opposite Jack sat opposite Jill during dinner. tegenover 
over There is a bridge over the river. over 
through Little Janie entered through the window. door 
under The cat is under the table. onder 
past He walked past her without saying anything. voorbij 
to Every day he walked 5 miles to school. naar 
up She climbed up the stairs. naar boven 
We slowly drove up the hill. 
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Prepositions of time and duration 

after What's on TV after the news? na 

at The cartoons start at six o'clock. om 

before We have history before mathematics. voor 
between Don't eat between meals. tussen 
during What happens during sleep? tijdens 

for | have lived in New York for five years. gedurende, al 
past It was past twelve when we got our lunch. na 

since She has been a student at our school since January. sinds 
until/till Be quiet until/till the bell rings. tot(dat) 


! To talk about modes of transport, we use the following prepositions without 


articles. 


to go by bus, by train, by car, by plane, by bicycle 


to go on foot 
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8 Numbers 


33 To refer to an exact quantity, we use cardinal numbers. 


jal numbers 
1 one ll eleven 21 twenty-one 
2 two 12 twelve 22 twenty-two 
3 three 13 thirteen 23 twenty-three 
4 four 14 fourteen 24 twenty-four 
5 five 15 fifteen 25 twenty-five 
6 six 16 sixteen 26 twenty-six 
7 seven 17 seventeen 27 twenty-seven 
8 eight 18 eighteen 28 twenty-eight 
9 nine 19 nineteen 29 twenty-nine 
10 ten 20 twenty 30 thirty 
40 forty 140 a/one hundred and forty 
50 fifty 700 seven hundred 
60 sixty 1,000 a/one thousand 
70 seventy 1,009 a/one thousand and nine 
80 eighty 1,100 a/one thousand one hundred 
90 ninety 1,000,000 a/one million 
100 a/onehundred 1,000,000,000 a/one billion 


34 To refer to the order or rank in a series, we use ordinal numbers. After the number 
we write the last two letters of the word. 


Ordinal numbers 


Ist first 1 eleventh 

2nd second 20" twentieth 

34s third 21“ twenty-first 

4th fourth 22nd twenty-second 

5u fifth 234 twenty-third 

6m sixth som fiftieth 

7" seventh 100% a/one hundredth 

8h eighth 140" a/one hundred and fortieth 
Oh ninth 1,000" a/one thousandth 

10% tenth 1,000,000"  a/one millionth 
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36 


37 


38 


How to read out 0 


* The number 0 is easiest said as zero. 


* In telephone numbers and after a decimal point the number 0 is pronounced as ‘oh’, 
You can reach me at 0785 902506 
You can reach me at oh seven eight five nine oh two five oh six 


9.07 seconds 
nine point oh seven seconds 


* To refer to the number 0 itself, we can use the word nought. 
A million is written with 6 noughts. 
A half is written as nought point five. 


* We use nil for zero scores in team games, for example football. 
And the score is: France — Germany: three — nil. 


+ In tennis we use the word love. 
Murray leads thirty-love in the first game. 


How to read out years 


+ A four-digit year is commonly read out in pairs of two digits. 
1066 ten sixty-six 
1820 eighteen twenty 
1907 nineteen oh seven 


The year 2000, however, is pronounced two thousand. Native speakers tend to use 
the two thousand and... style. 
2005 two thousand and five 


* To refer to a date before the year 1, we add BC (Before Christ). To refer to a date after 
the birth of Christ, we can add AD (Anno Domini). 
Scientists believe the Pyramid of Cheops was finished around 2560 BC. 
The Romans started building Hadrian's Wall in 122 AD. 


How to read out decimal numbers 


In decimal numbers, each digit (after the comma) is pronounced separately, 
5.78 five point seven eight 
0.666 zero point six six six 


How to read out fractions 


% a half or one half 
2% two and a half 

% one third 

% two thirds 

% one quarter 

% three quarters 
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9 Verbs 


39 Full verbs 


Full verbs indicate an action or a state. 


| walk to school every day. 
action 


It was raining quite hard. 
action 


lam very sick. 
state 


New York is situated in the east. 
state 


40 Main verbs and auxiliary verbs 


Sometimes full verbs consist of two or more verbs. The main verb carries the 
meaning. The auxiliary verb or verbs express a specific tense or form (negative/ 
question). 

Lam walking in the rain. 


auxiliary: forms the present continuous 
main verb: action = to walk 


He doesn't cry very often. 
auxiliary: forms the present simple - negative 
main verb: action = to cry 


al Modal auxiliaries 


Modal auxiliaries are also combined with a main verb. The modal auxiliary can be 
used to tell how the speaker feels about the situation. 
He should eat more. 


modal auxiliary: advice 
main verb 
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91 The auxiliaries be, have, do and will 


The verbs to be, to have, to do and will can be used as an auxiliary. 


Present simple 


positive : positive short negative : negative short question 
Lam I’m Tam not | I'm not am I? 
you are | you're you are not "you aren't are you? 
heis ‚he's he is not | he isn’t is he? 
we are | we're we are not | wearen't are we? 
you are | you're you are not i you aren't are you? 
they are | they’re they are not ‚ they aren't are they? 
positive negative negative short question 
Iwas Iwas not I wasn’t was I? 

you were you were not you weren't were you? 

he was he was not he wasn't was he? 

we were we were not we weren't were we? 

you were you were not i you weren't were you? 
they were they were not . they weren't were they? 


! The verb to be can be used as a full verb or as an auxiliary. The formation remains the 
same. 


I'ma girl. 
full verb 


I'm playing the role of Juliet. 
auxiliary verb 
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44 The auxiliary verb have 


Present simple 


positive ; positive short negative : negative short question 
Ihave | Ive Ihave not | Ihaven't have I? 
you have | you've you have not | you haven't have you? 
he has i he’s he has not he hasn't has he? 
we have | we've we have not we haven't have we? 
you have | you've you have not | you haven't have you? 
they have | they've theyhavenot _… they haven't have they? 
Past simple 

positive ; positive short negative a negative short question 
Thad ‘Ya Thad not \ Thadn’t had 2 
you had | you'd you had not | you hadn't had you? 
he had | he'd he had not | he hadn't had he? 
we had | we'd we had not ‚ we hadn’t had we? 
you had | you'd you had not | you hadn't had you? 
they had | they'd they had not | they hadn't had they? 


1 When we use to have as a full verb, we do not use the short forms. 
| have a sister. (full verb) 
| have seen that team many times. I've seen that team many times. (auxiliary: short form possible) 


2 When we use to have as a full verb, we use an auxiliary to form the negative and 
the question. 
Do you have a sister? | don't have a sister. (full verb) 
Have you seen her? | haven't seen her. (auxiliary) 


3 Mainly in British English, have got is frequently used to indicate possession or to 
talk about family relations. 
I've got a sister. 
| haven't got a sister. 
Have you got a sister? 


4 The modal verb have to takes the negative and question forms of a full verb. 
| have to pee. Do you have to pee? Does he have to pee? 
She had to pee. We didn't have to pee. 
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45 The auxiliary verb do 
positive negative 3 negative short question 
Ido Ido not Idon't do I? 
you do you do not you don’t do you? 
he does he does not he doesn't does he? 
we do we do not we don’t do we? 
you do you do not you don’t do you? 
they do they do not « they don’t do they? 
positive negative 3 negative short question 
Idid I did not I didn't did I? 
you did you did not you didn’t did you? 
he did he did not he didn’t did he? 
we did we did not we didn’t did we? 
you did you did not you didn’t did you? 
they did they did not ' they didn’t did they? 
! When we use to do as a full verb, we use an auxiliary to form the negative and the 
question. 
Do you do the dishes? 
| don't do the dishes. 
46 The auxiliary verb will 
positive positive short negative ‚ negative short question 
Iwill Tn Iwill not Twon’t will I? 
you will i you'll you will not you won't will you? 
he will | he'll he will not he won't will he? 
we will | we'll we will not we won't will we? 
you will you'll you will not you won't will you? 
they will i they'll they will not they won't will they? 


! the verb will is never used as a full verb. 
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9.2 The modals 


47 1 The modal auxiliaries can, could and should do not get ans in the third person 
singular. We don’t use an auxiliary to form the negative and the question. 
positive negative question 
he can... he can't/cannot... canhe...? 
she could … she couldn’ could she 
it should … it shouldn't … should i' 


2 The modals to have to and to need to get an sin the third person singular. We use an 
auxiliary to form the negative and the question. 


positive negative question 
he has to... he doesn't have to … does he have to … ? 
heneedsto.. he doesn't need to... does he need to … ? 


3 The future simple of can is will be able to (ability) or will be allowed to 
(permission). 
When the time comes, I'll be able to make this choice easily. 
| won't be able to go shopping with you tomorrow. 
| hope I'll be allowed to take my dog. 
You won't be allowed to come to my house any longer. 


4 The past simple of can is could, was/were able to (ability) or was/were allowed to 
(permission). 
We could see the top of the Mont Blanc long enough to take a picture. 
Although the current was strong, we were able to swim to the other side. 
I'm sorry | wasn't able to come to the party. 


The student asked the teacher if he could go to the toilet. 
My uncle was allowed to go to university but my dad wasn't. 
| wasn't allowed to drive Susan's car while she was out of town last week. 
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49 


9.3 The full verbs 


Present simple 


negative question 
I play I don't play do I play? 
you play you don’t play do you _ play? 
he plays he doesn't play does he play? 
we play we don't play do we play? 
you play you don't play do you _ play? 
they play they don't play do they play? 


gets a form that ends in ans. 


The present simple positive uses the infinitive of the verb, Only the third person singular 


todo he does 


+ ifthe infinitive ends ins, sh, ch, xandz: +es 


to kiss he kisses 
to finish it finishes 
to teach she teaches 
to mix he mixes 
to buzz it buzzes 
+ ifthe infinitive ends in a consonant+y:y>ies 
to fly it flies 
BUT to enjoy she enjoys 


+ ifthe infinitive ends ino: +es 


For the formation of the present simple negative and the question, we use the present 
form of the auxiliary do followed by the infinitive of the full verb. 


How to pro! 


We pronounce the s as /s/ 
when the noun ends in the 
sounds /t/, /k/, /p/, /f/. 


imple 


We pronounce the es as /iz/ 
when the noun ends ins, sh, 
ch, x, Z. 


We pronounce the s as /z/ 
in all other cases. 


works, sleeps 


kisses, catches 


sings, plays 
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50 Past simple 


negative 
I played T didn't play play? 
you played you didn’t play did you _ play? 
he played he didn't play did he play? 
we played we didn't play did we play? 
you played you didn't play did you _ play? 
they played they didn't play did they play? 


The past simple positive uses the infinitive of the verb + ed. 


+ ifthe infinitive ends ine:+d 
to decide I decided 


+ ifthe infinitive ends ina consonant +y: y+ ied 
tocry he cried 
BUT to play she played 


+ ifthe infinitive ends in 
(1) one vowel 
(2) that is stressed 
(3) and is followed by one consonant: double the consonant + ed 
to commit he committed 
BUT to happen it happened 


! There are two exceptions to the last spelling rule. 
+ Ifthe final consonant is an |, the l is doubled in British English, even if the single 
vowel in front of it isn’t stressed. 


to travel he travelled 
+ Wenever double a final x or w. 

to relax he relaxed 

to snow it snowed 


For the formation of the past simple negative and the question, we use the past form of 
the auxiliary do followed by the infinitive of the full verb. 


51 . 
How to pronounce ed in the past simple 


We pronounce the ed as /t/ We pronounce the ed as /1d/ We pronounce the ed as /d/ 
when the verb ends in the when the verb ends in -ted for most verbs. 

sounds /k/, /f/, /s/, /shi, /p/. or -ded. 

worked, watched arrested, attended moved, earned 
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52 Irregular verbs 


tobe was/were been zijn 

to beat beat beaten (ver)slaan 

to become became become worden 

to begin began begun beginnen 

to bite bit bitten bijten 

to break broke broken breken 

to bring brought brought brengen 

to broadcast” broadcast broadcast uitzenden 

to build built built bouwen 

to burn* burnt burnt (ver)branden 
to buy bought bought kopen 

can could 5 kunnen, mogen 
to catch caught caught vangen, grijpen 
to choose chose chosen kiezen 

to come came come komen 

to cost cost cost kosten 

to cut cut cut knippen, snijden 
todo did done doen 

to draw drew drawn tekenen, trekken 
to dream* dreamt dreamt dromen 

to drink drank drunk drinken 

to drive drove driven rijden 

to eat ate eaten eten 

to fall fell fallen vallen 

to feed fed fed voeden 

to feel felt felt voelen 

to find found found vinden 

to fly flew flown vliegen 

to forget forgot forgotten vergeten 

to forgive forgave forgiven vergeven 

to get got got/gotten (US) | worden, krijgen 
to give gave given geven 

to go went gone gaan 

to grow grew grown groeien 

to have had had hebben 

to hear heard heard horen 
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to hide hid hidden verbergen 

to hit hit hit treffen, slaan 
to hold held held (vast)houden 
to hurt hurt hurt pijn doen, bezeren 
to keep kept kept houden 

to know knew known kennen, weten 
tolead led led leiden 

to learn* learnt learnt leren 

to leave left left verlaten 

to let let let laten 

to lie lay lain liggen 

to lose lost lost verliezen 

to make made made maken 

to mean meant meant betekenen 

to meet met met ontmoeten 

to pay paid paid betalen 

to put put put plaatsen 

to read read read lezen 

to ride rode ridden (be)rijden 
toring rang rung bellen, klinken 
torise rose tisen opstaan 
torun ran run lopen 

to say said said zeggen 

to see saw seen zien 

to sell sold sold verkopen 

to send sent sent opsturen 

to set set set plaatsen 

to shake shook shaken schudden 

to shine shone shone schijnen 

to shoot shot shot schieten 

to show* showed shown tonen 

to sing sang sung zingen 
tosink sank sunk zinken 

to sit sat sat zitten 

to sleep slept slept Slapen 

to speak spoke spoken praten, spreken 
to spend spent spent uitgeven 

to split split split (af)splitsen 
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to stand stood stood staan 

to steal stole stolen stelen 

to sting stung stung steken 

to swim swam swum zwemmen 

to take took taken nemen 

to teach taught taught aanleren 

to tell told told vertellen, zeggen 
to think thought thought denken 

to throw threw thrown gooien, werpen 

to understand understood understood verstaan 

to wake woke woken ontwaken, wekken 
to wear wore worn dragen (van kledij) 
to win won won winnen 

to write wrote written schrijven 


* some verbs also have a regular form, mostly used in American English 
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53 Present continuous 


negative 
I am/’m playing I ‘mnot _ playing am I playing? 
you are/re playing you aren't playing are you playing? 
he is/'s playing he isn’t playing is he playing? 
we are/'te playing we aren't playing are we playing? 
you are/re playing you aren't playing are you _ playing? 
they are/re playing they aren't playing are they playing? 


The present continuous uses the present simple of the auxiliary be, followed by the -ing 
form of the full verb. To form the -ing form, we use the infinitive + ing. 


+ ifthe infinitive ends in e: drop the finale 
to drive driving 


+ ifthe infinitive ends in ie: ie + ying 
to lie lying 


+ ifthe infinitive ends in 
(1) one vowel 
(2) that is stressed 
(3) and is followed by one consonant: double the consonant + ing 
to commit committing 
BUT to happen happening 


! There are two exceptions to the last spelling rule. 
«Ifthe final consonant is an 1, the 1 is doubled in British English, even if the single 
vowel in front of it isn’t stressed. 


to travel travelling 
+ We never double a final x or w. 

to relax relaxing 

to snow snowing 


54 Past continuous 


negative 
I was playing I wasn't playing was I playing? 
you were playing you weren't playing were you playing? 
he was playing he wasn't playing was he playing? 
we were playing we weren't playing were we playing? 
you were playing you weren't playing were you playing? 
they were playing they weren't playing were they playing? 


The past continuous uses the past simple of the auxiliary be (= was/ were), followed by the 
-ing form of the full verb. 
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55 


56 


57 


Present perfect 


positive negative question 

I have/'ve played I haven't played have I played? 
you _have/'ve played you haven't played have you played? 
he has/’s played he hasn't played has he played? 
we have/’ve played we haven't played have we played? 
you _have/ve played you haven't played have you played? 
they have/'ve played they haven't played have they played? 
The present perfect uses the present simple of the auxiliary have followed by the past 
participle of the full verb. The past participle of a regular verb is the same as the past simple 
form. Some verbs have an irregular past participle (see 52). 


Past perfect 

positive negative question 

if had/'d played I hadn't played had I played? 
you had/’d played you hadn't played had you played? 
he had/'d played he hadn't played had he played? 
we had/'d played we hadn't played had we played? 
you had/’d played you hadn't played had you played? 
they had/’d played they hadn’t played had they played? 


The past perfect uses the past simple of the auxiliary have (= had) followed by the past 
participle of the full verb (see 52). 


Future simple 


positive negative | question 

1 will/1l play I willnot/won't play | will 1 play? 
you will/1l play you willnot/won't play \will you play? 
he will/1l play he willnot/won't play |will he play? 
we will/1l play we willnot/won’t play |will we play? 
you will/ll play you willnot/won’t play | will you play? 
they will/'ll play they willnot/won't play | will they play? 


The future simple uses the auxiliary will followed by the infinitive of the full verb. 
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1 Howto say that something is not true - 
negative sentences 


1 To say that something is not true, we generally use a negative auxiliary + main 


verb. 


You were walking in the rain. 
She has finished her plate. 


You were not walking in the rain. 
She has not finished her plate. 


2. Ifthere is no auxiliary verb in the positive sentence, as in the present simple and 
past simple tenses, we use the auxiliary do. 


| walk to school every day. 


| do not walk to school every day. 


3 The verb to be never takes do as an auxiliary in negative sentences. 


Lam a girl. Lam not a girl. 
Nega Negative 
pense positive full form short fo 
present simple | like classical music. | do not like classical | don't like classical 
music. music. 
She lives in London. She does not live in She doesn't live in 
London. London. 
past simple She worked very hard | She did not work very | She didn't work very 
yesterday. hard yesterday. hard yesterday. 
present continuous Lam reading The Lam not reading The I'm not reading The 
Witches by Roald Dahl. | Witches by Roald Dahl. | Witches by Roald Dahl. 
We are having lunch We are not having We aren't having 
at the moment. lunch at the moment. | lunch at the moment. 
past continuous | was sleeping when | was not sleeping | wasn't sleeping 
you rang the doorbell. | when you rang the when you rang the 
doorbell. doorbell. 
They were studying They were not They weren't studying 
when the alarm went | studying when the when the alarm went 
off. alarm went off. off. 
present perfect | have studied a lot | have not studied a | haven't studied a lot 
since school began. lot since school began. | since school began. 
Leon has been to NY Leon has not beento | Leon hasn't been to 
five times. NY five times. NY five times. 
past perfect I had left school | had not left school | hadn't left school 
before his arrival. before his arrival. before his arrival. 
future simple Daniel will help you Daniel will not help Daniel won't help you 
later. you later. later. 


! After a form of to do, we always use an infinitive. 
He doesn't live here anymore. He moved to New Zealand with his girlfriend. 
| saw him but | didn't see her. 
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2 Howto ask for information - asking questions 


59 1 Toask for information, we generally use an auxiliary + main verb. 
They were walking in the rain. 
She has finished her plate. 


Were they walking in the rain? 
Has she finished her plate? 


2. Ifthere is no auxiliary verb in the positive sentence, as in the present simple and 
past simple tenses, we use the auxiliary do. 
| walk to school every day. 


Do you walk to school every day? 


3 The verb to be never takes do as an auxiliary in questions. 
lama girl. 


Are you a girl? 


Auxiliary | Subject Main verb 
present Do you play soccer? 
simple What does Emma think about me? 

Why don't they like basketball? 
past simple Did you meet Chris yesterday? 

How did they do that? 

When did Chris get home yesterday? 
present Is Lewis dating someone now? 
continuous Who are you meeting for dinner? 

What are you reading at the moment? 
past Were the children eating ice cream? 
continuous How was that couple travelling in New Zealand? 

Where was he going to? 
present Have you been to Scotland? 
perfect How long has Ms Wade been a teacher? 

Why have you kept it a secret? 
past perfect Had they met that girl before? 

What had he done before he ran away? 

When had you seen that boy before? 
future simple will you invite him to the party? 

What will the teacher say about this? 

Where will your sister get married? 


60 Subject questions 


When who or what is the subject of the sentence, we do not use the auxiliary do. 
Who met Lisa at the airport? Steve met Lisa. 


subject 


Who did Lisa meet at the airport? Lisa met Steve. 


object 


What happened in the kitchen? 


subject 


What did you see? 


object 
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61 Short answers 


We often use short answers to reply to a question. Usually we say ‘yes’ or ‘no’ and we 
repeat the first verb of the question. 
Do you like singing? Yes, | do. 
No, | do not/don't. 


Question Short answer 

Do you like Asian food? Yes, 1E do. 

No, I do not/don't. 
Does Emma enjoy cooking? Yes, she does. 

No, she does not/doesn’t. 
Did Martin see you yesterday? Yes, he did. 

No, he did not/didn’t, 
Has Jim seen that film? Yes, she had, 

No, she had not/hadn’t. 
Had Fatima left the house? Yes, she had. 

No, she had not/hadn’t. 
Is she your neighbour? Yes, she is, 

No, she is not/isn’t. 
can you speak Italian? Yes, I can. 

No, I cannot/can’t. 
Will you do that for me? Yes, I will. 

No, I will not/won’t. 


+ If the answer is ‘yes’, we always use the full form. 
Yes, lam. 


* If the answer is ‘no’, we either use the full or the short form. 
No, | am not. - No, I'm not. 


62 Question tags 


A question tag is a short form of a question that can be added to a remark, asking for 
agreement or confirmation. It asks Am right? Don't you think so too? 


1 A positive statement takes a negative question tag. 
A negative statement takes a positive question tag. 
They won the competition, didn't they? Yes, they did. 
ie : 
You haven't lost your key again, have you? No, | haven't. 


- + 


2 Ifthere is an auxiliary in the sentence, we repeat the auxiliary. 
If there is no auxiliary (only a main verb), we use a form of do. 
You can cook this, can't you? 
We had discussed this topic, hadn't we? 
Babies love cuddling, don't they? 
The teacher said both answers were correct, didn't she? 


3 Ifto be is the only verb in the sentence, we repeat the form of to be in the question 
tag. 
He's Belgian, isn't he? 
We aren't wrong, are we? 
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3 Howto talk about the present - present tenses 


We use the present simpl 


+ to talk about routines, 
| often play football on Sunday. 


* to talk about general truths, 
Water freezes at 0°C and boils at 100°C. 
The Thames flows through London. 


+ to talk about timetables. 
The train leaves at Spm. 


* to talk about permanent situations, 
Ms Sullivan teaches English at our school. 


Typical time indicators are: always, never, often, usually, every … 


to talk about actions going on right now. 
It is raining again. Take an umbrella. 
He is not wearing a tie. 


Typical time indicators are : (right) now, at the moment, currently 


We use the present continuo! 


Some verbs, called non-action verbs, are rarely used in the present continuous, even 
for actions that are going on right now. The most common non-action verbs are: to 
be, to like, to love, to hate, to want, to need, to want, to need, to prefer, to believe, to know, to under- 


stand. 


| don’t understand what you mean. 
| need a handkerchief right now. 


Compare the use of the tenses. 


My daughter lives in London … 
| always take the bus to school … 
In Britain students wear a school uniform... 


permanent situation 
= present simple 


… but this year she's living in New York. 
… but today I'm taking the train. 
… but today everyone is wearing jeans. 


temporary situation 
= present continuous 
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4 Howto talk about the past - past tenses 


ha We use the past simple 


* to talk about actions that clearly took place in the past. 
Nelson Mandela fought against Apartheid. 
Did Amy Winehouse win any Grammy Awards? 
Who discovered DNA? 
We went shopping last week. 
| did not watch TV yesterday evening. 
Did you live abroad when you were a child? 


* to talk about actions in the past happening one after another. 
Ransom Riggs entered the castle, looked around and took 


a photograph. 
Tim Burton arrived from the airport at 8:00, checked into the hotel 


and met the cast at 10:00. 


Typical time indicators are: yesterday, … go, last .. 


! To talk about habits in the past, you can also use used to + infinitive. 
| used to smoke when | was young but | quit five years ago. 
When we lived in France, we used to go swimming regularly. 


67 7 
We use the past continuous … 
« to talk about long actions going on in the past. 
While | was doing my homework, my brother was listening to 
music. 
* to talk about long actions that were going on in the past when 
something else happened. 
When | got home, my mum was preparing dinner. 
| was waiting for the bus when it started raining. 
68 Compare the use of the tenses. 
| stopped reading when | heard | was reading a book when | heard 
the phone ring. the phone ring. 
short action in the past long action going on in the past when 
= past simple something else happened 
= past continuous 
69 


We use the past perfect... 


to talk about past actions before other past actions. 
The boy started to cry after his parents had left. 
past simple past perfect 
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5 Howto talk about a link between the present and 
the past - present perfect 


70 
We use the present perfect … 
* to talk about actions in a period of time that started in the past and 
that is still going on. 
| have played the guitar since | was 10. 
| have always liked English. 
| have never visited New York. 
They have known each other for 10 years. 
+ to talk about actions that took place in the past and that have 
aresult in the present. 
| have lost my password (and so | can't log into my account now). 
Typical time indicators are: recently, just, lately, so far, this (week), yet, already, (n)ever, 
since (+a point in time), for (+ period of time), always … 
7 Compare the use of the tenses. 
| have seen him this morning. | saw him this morning. 
(It is still morning at the moment of (It is afternoon or evening at the 
speaking.) moment of speaking.) 
Mrs Smith has lived in London all her life. Mr Smith lived in London all his life. 
(She is still alive and she still lives in London.) (He does not live there anymore, 
he died.) 
the period of time is still going on the period of time is clearly over 
= present perfect = past simple 
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6 Howto talk about the future - future tenses 


72 We use the future simple or be + going to to talk about future events. 
How long will you stay there? 
How long are you going to stay there? 
We'll start the game tomorrow. 
We're going to start the game tomorrow. 


! To stress the idea of intention, we often use be + going to. 
In the new year I'm going to eat more fruit. 
Your report card is a disaster. What are you going to do about that? 
! To talk about personal arrangements, we often use the present continuous. 


Lam flying to Dublin next week. (I already have the tickets.) 
They are getting married in June. (The date is set.) 
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75 


76 


7 How to express ability, obligation, permission and 


certainty - modal auxiliaries 


To express modality we can use modal verbs. 


My brother can hold his breath for a full minute. (ability) 

The students must hand in their essay today. (obligation) 

Can | ask a question, please? 

You might become a millionaire with a lottery ticket. (certainty) 


Ability 
We use can (can’t, cannot) or (not) be able to + infinitive to express ability. 


Look at me! | can stand on my hands. 
Penguins aren't able to fly, but they can swim very well. 


Obligation and permission 


We use should/shouldn’t + infinitive to express advice. 
You should buy your mother a nice birthday gift. 
You shouldn't forget to eat lots of fruit. 


We use have to or need to + infinitive to express obligation. 
You have to be at the gate 15 minutes before your flight. 
You need to sign at the bottom of this page. 


We use the imperative to express an order. 
Put all bottles and cans in the blue bag. 
Don't be late. 


We use can’t + infinitive to express prohibition. 
You can't smoke in public buildings. 


We use can or be allowed to + infinitive to express permission. 
You can eat as much as you like at a buffet. 
Am | allowed to smoke here? 


Degrees of certainty 


To say that something is (almost) certain, we use must or will/won’t + 
infinitive. 
Normally, he is always at the game. He must be unwell today. (certain now) 
We won't be back until tomorrow. (certain in the future) 


To say that something is likely or possible, we use can, could or may + 
infinitive. 

We can get a sunny weekend, even in September. 

Don't eat that mushroom. It could be poisonous. 

Let's call his mother. She may know where he is right now. 


To say that something is uncertain, we use might + infinitive. 
You just never know. We might get a category 5 tornado in Belgium one day! 


To say that something is completely impossible, we use can’t + infinitive. 
This can't be the flu: she doesn't have a fever. 


You can also add the adverbs probably, perhaps and maybe to express (un)certainty. 


Future houses will probably reduce your ecological footprint. 
This natural concrete will perhaps form the base of your house. 
Maybe it will have the ability to turn your visitors’ footsteps into electrical power. 
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8 Howto express conditions - conditionals 


77 To express conditions, we often use if-clauses. 


78 To talk about things that are (always) true, we use the zero conditional. 


If you heat water, it boils. 
It lights up if you push that button. 


! Instead of if, we can use when. 
When the sun goes down, it gets dark. 


79 To talk about real and possible situations, we use the first conditional. 


If you examine your results, you'll see that it is possible to stack liquids. 
This glow stick will last longer if | store it in the freezer. 

If | throw it in water, the ping pong ball won't sink . 

The oil will not mix if | add it to water. 


Instead of will, we can use an imperative in the main clause. 
If you like science, join the science club. 


To talk about hypothetical situations, we use the second conditional. It is not very 


80 
likely that the condition is fulfilled, so the result is (almost) impossible. 


If | had twins, | would call them Adam and Eve. 
My husband wouldn't be so happy if it turned out to be twins. 


If were you is a fixed expression. In formal contexts, were is also used instead of was. 


If | were you, I'd study hard for the exam. 
If he was/were still alive, he would tell us to enjoy life. 
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9 How to give additional information - 
relative clauses 


81 All relative clauses give more information about people and things which come in 
front of the relative clause. Relative clauses usually begin with a relative pronoun. 


Relative clauses with who, that or which 


To give more detailed information about people, we use the relative pronoun 
who or that. 


He's the athlete who lit the Olympic flame in 1996. 

They're the people that turn human skin into leather. 
To give more detailed information about things, we use the relative pronoun 
which or that. 

It's a fair which originally wasn't meant to be taken seriously. 


They were the first animals that went into space and came back alive. 


! When the relative clause already has a subject, we can drop the relative pronoun. 
When the relative pronoun is the subject, we cannot drop it. 
He took some of the most amazing photos (that) I've ever seen. 
|= subject 
It's the name of the man that took the pictures. 
that = subject 


We usually put prepositions at the end of the relative clause, 
It's a fruit (that) you can prepare desserts with. 
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Present simple 

I work 1 don't work do I work? 
you | work you | don't work do you | work? 

he works he doesn’t work does he work? 
we work we don't work do we work? 
you | work you | don't work do you | work? 
they | work they | don’t work do they | work? 
Past simple 

I worked I didn't work did I work? 
you | worked you | didn't work did you | work? 

he worked he didn't work did he work? 
we worked we didn't work did we work? 
you | worked you didn't work did you | work? 
they | worked they | didn’t work did they | work? 
Present continuous 

I am/'m working I ‘m not working am I working? 
you are/'re working you | aren't working are you working? 
he is/'s working he isn't working is he working? 
we are/'re working we aren't working are we working? 
you are/'re working you | aren't working are you working? 
they | are/’re working they | aren't working are they | working? 
Past continuous 

I was working I wasn't working was I working? 
you | were working you | weren't working were you | working? 
he was working he wasn't working was he working? 
we were working we weren't working were we working? 
you | were working you | weren't working were you working? 
they | were working they | weren't working were they | working? 
Present perfect el 
I have/'ve worked I haven't worked have I worked? 
you have/'ve worked you | haven't worked have you | worked? 
he has/'s worked he hasn't worked has he worked? 
we have/'ve worked we haven't worked have we worked? 
you have/'ve worked you | haven't worked have you worked? 
they | have/'ve worked they | haven't worked have they | worked? 
Past perfect a | 
I had worked I hadn't worked had I worked? 
you | had worked you | hadn’t worked had you | worked? 
he had worked he hadn’t worked had he worked? 
we had worked we hadn't worked had we worked? 
you | had worked you | hadn't worked had you | worked? 
they | had worked they | hadn't worked had they | worked? 
Future simple 

I will” work I won't work will I work? 
you | will/1l work you | won't work will you | work? 

he will work he won't work will he work? 
we will/Il work we won't work will we work? 
you | will/ll work you | wont work will you | work? 
they | will/ll work they | won't work will they | work? 
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